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25
   The Hillside 

House
5 1st Ave

 � 011 726 1635

Offering a garden 
with outdoor pool, 
The Hillside House is 
located in the heart of 
Melville and 15 minutes’ 
walk from the Melville 
Koppies Nature Reserve.

26
   HomeBase 

Melville
37 1st Ave

 � 011 482 5797

Offering an outdoor 
pool, HomeBase 
Melville is located in 
Johannesburg. The 
property has BBQ 
facilities and guests can 
use the shared kitchen 
and TV area. Free WiFi 
access is available.

27
   Lucky Bean 

Guesthouse
129 1st Ave

 � 082 902 4514

Lucky Bean Guesthouse 
features a lush garden 
and an outdoor pool. 
The guesthouse is 1 km 
from the Country Club.

28
   Sleepy 

Gecko 
Guesthouse

84 3rd Ave

 � 082 904 0499

Within 1.5 km of The 
Johannesburg Country 
Club, Sleepy Gecko 
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Guesthouse offers 
free  WiFi and private 
parking on site. This 
cozy guest house 
features a garden, small 
pool and terrace.

29
   Ginnegaap 
Guesthouse

54 4th Ave

 � 011 482 3507

Just one minute away 
from 7th Str, this lovely 
old house is the perfect 
escape from the buzz of 
Johannesburg.

30
    Melville 
Turret 
Guesthouse

118 2nd Ave

 � 011 482 7197

Set in a historic building 
surrounded by gardens 
and a furnished 
terrace, Melville 
Turret Guesthouse 
offers guests stylish 
accommodation. 
Melville’s 7th Str with its 
shops and restaurants 
are a two-minute walk 
away.

31
   Life on 3rd

28A 3rd Str

 � 011 482 5195

Offering a peaceful 
setting and great 
service, right in the 
heart of Melville, 
Life on 3rd provides 
accommodation that 
includes a continental 
breakfast.
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7TH
STREET

01
   Melville 
Visitors’ 
Centre

Cnr of 7th Str and 1st Ave

 � 072 305 0281

Situated on the corner of  
7th Street and 1st Avenue, 
this is a gallery and shop 
that showcases local art 
and craft. It is available for 
hire, too.

02
  Bookdealers

12 7th Str

 � 011 726 4054

If you’re looking for a wide 
range of secondhand 
books and publishers’ 
remainders, a visit to any of 
the Bookdealers stores is 
just the ticket. Open until 
late every day of the week, 
you can toddle across for 
a post prandial browse or 
purchase a long sought-
after title before heading 
off for cocktails. And if you 
don’t find the book you’re 
looking for, the staff will 
make every effort to locate 
it for you.

03
  Ant Café

11 7th Str

 � 076 476 5671

Their flat-based pizzas 
are the stuff of legend. 
Unpretentious, traditional 
Italian food will cost under 
R200 for two people. 

04
  La Luna

9 7th Str

 � 011 482 7451

If you’ve jumped on the 
banting bandwagon there’s 
no need to discard your 
diet while you’re visiting the 
area. Get all the cauliflower 
mash you desire at this 
Italian eatery. 

05
  Ratz Bar

11 7th Str

 � 011 482 9965

Got the late night 
munchies? Close your 
evening fun with a visit 
to this bar with its choice 
of Mexican fast food. 
Conveniently located 
on the main strip of Old 
Melville, you won’t need to 
venture too far to satiate 
any cravings. It’s also a 
designated ‘queer’ venue. 

06
  Liquid Blue

8 7th Str

 � 072 289 5743 

Another designated hotspot 
for the LGBTI community, 
this dine-and-dance venue 
offers good food, sexy 
cocktails and a place to 
shake your tail until the 
small hours of the morning. 

07
  Buzz 9

9 7th Str

 � 011 726 2019

Whether it’s sundowners 
with colleagues or a quiet 
drink with a few friends, 
Buzz 9 has been servicing 

the Melville nightlife for 
many a year. It also won’t 
eat into your funds too 
much – R120 will get you 
a good evening out. 

08
   Café De La 

Crème
Cnr of 4th and 7th Ave

 � 011 726 7716

Kick start your day 
with one of Café De 
La Crème’s delicious 
breakfasts. If you’re in a 
bit of a hurry and inhaling 
a meal is more likely, then 
grab one of their pastries 
on your way to work. Their 
patrons are fiercely loyal 
and have a tendency 
to pass hours nursing 
their coffees so don’t be 
surprised if prime spots 
in a sun-lit window seat 
never seem available. 

09
   Lucky Bean 

Café
16 7th Str

 � 011 482 5572

Lucky Bean is a slice 
of authentic Jozi with 
excellent food, a great 
vibe and clientele that is 
as diverse as its city. The 
food is contemporary 
South African bistro style 
fare that suits meat eaters 
and vegetarians, and is 
accompanied by a fine 
wine list (including several 
by-the-glass options) 
served by friendly, 
efficient staff.

MAIN
ROAD

10
  Outer Limits

8 Main Rd

 � 011 482 3771

From extensive graphic 
novel collections, to role 
playing rule books and pop 
culture figurines, this is a 
specialist store catering 
to the closet geek in all 
of us. Phone ahead with a 
specific order and they will 
set it aside for you, or pop 
in to peruse the packed-to-
capacity shelves and enjoy 
a chat with the friendly staff, 
headed by Grant Charlton. 

11
  Catz Pyjamas

12 Main Rd

 � 011 482 8940

Catz Pyjamas is the last 
24-hour eatery open in 
Melville. A late night at the 
office suddenly becomes a 
great excuse to order from 
their diverse menu and an 
enormous television screen 
allows groups to gather and 
enjoy their evening sport’s 
match of choice. Because of 
its all-day rotation patrons 
tend to be boisterous so 
only venture in if you’re 
prepared to withstand a 
constant wave of noise.

 
12

  Stones Melville
7 Main Rd

 � 011 482 4246

Burn off some pent-up 
energy by playing a few 
rounds of pool at the local 
Stones Pool Club. You’ll 
be able to enjoy a few 
drinks at the same time, 
but remember to come 
prepared – the drinks bill 
for a couple averages R250. 
 

4TH
AVENUE

13
  Café Mexicho

78 4th Ave

 � 079 165 9617

The land of Tex-Mex 
and tequila – although 
the menu is mostly a 
combination of mince, 
peppers and corn 
tortillas, burritos and 
quesadillas slathered 
in cheese, the venue is 
both cheap and cheerful 
with movie posters from 
old Spaghetti Westerns 
lending authenticity to the 
ambience.  

14
  The Leopard 

63 4th Ave

 � 011 482 9356 

This culinary hot spot has 
brimmed with patrons from 
the moment it opened. 

Enjoy European cuisine as 
you take in the hub of activity 
on 4th. 

Be advised – they do not 
take bookings and are 
enormously popular so be 
prepared to wait for a table 
and your meal.

 
15

  Bambanani
85 4th Ave

 � 011 482 2900

As every parent knows, 
eating out is a near 
impossibility when 
your children become 
mobile. That’s why there’s 
Bambanani. With its staff of 
helpers and an enormous 
play area filled with loads 
of activities your offspring 
will be sufficiently diverted 
to allow you time to 
linger over a tasty meal 
with friends or family. The 
restaurant insists every child 
is signed in and the front 
gate is kept locked to give 
you both peace and peace 
of mind. They also cater for 
birthdays and baby showers. 

16
  Chesa Nyama

Cnr of 4th & Main

 � 083 267 8337

If your palate (and purse) 
runs more towards flame-
grilled meat and slap chips 
then head to the fastest-
growing franchise in South 
Africa. Its success lies in 
offering standard food that is 
consistently tasty. The service 
is also swift, so pop in and 
pick up a takeaway if you’re 
on your way elsewhere. 

44
ON STANLEY

17
  Salvation Café

44 Stanley Ave

 � 011 482 7795

Located in the bohemian 
enclave that is 44 Stanley 
Ave, Salvation Café caters 
to a range of characters 

Melville is Joburg’s most 
cosmopolitan village, boasting 
vibrant trendy street life.

before taking it home with 
you, park off in one of their 
chairs with a cup of coffee. 
They are exclusive stockists 
of Joostenberg, delicious 
wines from the old family 
farm in Stellenbosch, which 
you are sure to taste if you 
attend one of the many 
book events held there on 
a weekly basis. 

20
   Service Station

Bamboo Lifestyle Centre  
53 Rustenburg Rd

 � 011 726 1701

Service Station holds rank 
as one of the original hosts 
of the ‘buffet breakfast’ and 
it’s still their most popular 
meal. If your preference is 
more a la carte, this option 
is also available.  

21
   The Great 

Eastern  
Food Bar

Bamboo Lifestyle Centre  
53 Rustenburg Rd

 � 011 482 2910

A new-style “ramen 
restaurant” with dishes 
designed to be shared. 
Owner, Nick Scott, is a 
self-taught chef-turned-
restaurateur. Expect a 
modern mix of Asian 
inspired dishes such as dim 
sum, smoked trout and 
steamed buns.

22
   Lindfield 

House 
Victorian  
Museum

72 Richmond Ave, 
Auckland Park

 � 011 7262932

If you’d like to not only 
step into a different time, 
but also a different place, 
then Lindfield House offers 
an authentic experience 
of Victorian life in colonial 
South Africa. 18 rooms are 
filled to overflowing with 
treasures, with a guide 
(Katherine Love, dressed 
in parlour maid attire) who 
owns, knows and loves 
every item and can help 
you travel back to a more 
genteel era. 

The house is set up exactly 
as it would have been when 
a Victorian family lived there 
during the Johannesburg 
period of expansion into 
mining and development.  

Every room is a time 
capsule of its original 
counterpart; perhaps 
the most impressive is 
the library filled with 
books, music and ancient 
magazines. R60 gets 
you the full tour and an 
extremely generous tea.

 

23
   Melville 

Koppies 
Nature 
Reserve

Judith Rd, Emmarentia

 � 011 482 4797

Melville Koppies is a 
Nature Reserve and 
a Johannesburg City 
Heritage Site. It is the 
last conserved remnant 
of Johannesburg’s ridges 
as they were before 
the discovery of gold in 
1886. Its geology goes 
back three billion years. 
Accompanied tours can 
be arranged.

24
   UJ Arts Centre

Rossmore

 � 011 025 8010

The home of UJ 
Arts & Culture which 
forms part of the 
Division of Institutional 
Advancemement, the 
Arts Centre comprises 
a gallery, theatre, choir 
room and dance studios. 
Aligned to the UJ vision 
of an international 
university of choice, 
anchored in Africa, 
dynamically shaping the 
future, UJ Arts offers a 
robust range of creative 
platforms for students, 
staff, alumni and the 
public to experience and 
engage with emerging 
and established Pan-
African and international 
artists. @UJArtsCentre; 
www.uj.ac.za/arts

– hipsters, students and 
young professionals. 
Pull up a chair after your 
morning weekend walk 
(and bring your dogs!), 
sample from their range 
of craft beers as you sun 
yourself in the courtyard, 
or gather around a table 
groaning with delectable 
café food like their salmon 
fishcakes with a delicate 
chilli sauce or the ginger 
and mint tea made from 
chunks of chopped ginger 
and mint leaves.  

18
  Vovo Telo

44 Stanley Ave

 � 011 482 4139

Another pet friendly venue 
with great breakfasts and 
coffee that tastes as good 
as it smells (notice how this 
isn’t always the case?). The 
meals are good, but it’s the 
bakery and their desserts 
where the real magic lies. 

THE
REST

19
  Love Books

Bamboo Lifestyle Centre  
53 Rustenburg Rd

 � 011 726 7408

Love Books is a small, 
independent book shop 
that prides itself on its 
carefully selected range 
of titles for both adults 
and children, as well as a 
limited range of beautiful 
journals, handmade 
cards and international 
magazines. Browse the 
shelves, and if you’ve 
made your selection but 
want to give it a test drive 

Melville is one of the few 
areas in the Northern 
Suburbs that has cafes, 
restaurants and shops 
lining the streets

Catering to an eclectic arts community it has 
long been recognised as a hotbed for creativity 
and hedonism. Whether you’re traversing Old or 
New Melville, or dancing on the outskirts, you’ll 
find an array of offerings to tantalise your tastes, 
wherever they may run. It is largely frequented 
by students from the nearby UJ and the 
University of the Witwatersrand (Wits). It’s also 
known as one of the city’s gay villages.  
The suburb was officially ‘proclaimed’ on  
5 October 1896, and was named after the land 
surveyor, Edward Harker Vincent Melvill. Along 
with Parkhurst and Greenside, Melville is one of 
the few areas in the Northern Suburbs that has 
cafés, restaurants and shops lining the streets   
rather than in enclosed shopping centres. 

Located within 
walking distance of 
the University of 
Johannesburg (UJ) 
Arts Centre on the 
Kingsway Campus, 
Melville is one of 
Johannesburg’s most 
vibrant suburbs.

The majority of these are located on 7th Street, 
although Main Street is also home to well-known 
eateries and bars. There are over 30 guesthouses 
and is a popular stopover for tourists looking for 
cost-efficient accommodation. The long-running 
soap opera, 7de Laan, uses the views of  
7th Street in Melville in its opening credits. 
Melville is also well-known for the Melville 
Koppies (an archaeological site with rolling hills 
of grasslands with views over the city), and is near 
the historic suburb of Sophiatown. 


